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Gibbings, Robert. Lovely the Lee. Engravings the 
author. Dutton. Nov. 26, 1945. ii, 256p. $3.00. 


“The heart Ireland the heart woman. will 
give everything response love but yield nothing 
force” (p. 253). Mr. Gibbings bears his native land much 
love, and what Ireland has given him return makes 
the substance this book. travel book the best 
sense the word because takes double journey: 
through the southern and western part Ireland, and 
through the author’s mind. The geographical journey 
includes stay Galway, visit the Aran Islands, 
Lough Carra and George Moore’s grave, High Island, 
visited St. Brandon and his companions the 6th 
century: But they entred into the shyppe they 
fasted dayes, and lyved devoutly, and eche them 
receyved the tyll the last, the pur- 
veyaunce God, they sawe ferre fro them ful fayre 
ylonde, ful grene pasture, wherein were the whytest 
and gretest shepe that ever they (p. 139-40). 
are never far from the Christian and pagan past 
Ireland these pages, and are regaled with excursions 
into archaeology, tales the Men, and conversa- 
tions with peasants both countryside and village. 
leisurely the pace that don’t come grips with the 
Lee until more than half way through the book, 
when reach Cork, the author’s birthplace. “Cork 
the loveliest city the world. Anybody who doesn’t 
agree with either was not born there prejudiced” 


(p. 158). 


Mr. Gibbings has store factual knowledge rivalling that 
Mr. Keith Nepenthe: seeds tropical plants drift 
across 4,000 miles ocean Ireland and may made 
germinate; “bog butter”, which regular butter placed 


containers and buried bogs for future use, has been 
found 200 years later edible condition; birds’ eggs have 
their markings heaviest toward the blunt end because 
they are laid blunt end first, and “In their passage down 
the oviduct the area greatest diameter which exerts 
the greatest pressure against the walls the oviduct, 
wherein are situated the pigmentary papillae” (p. 98); 
stormy petrels are full oil that these birds have been 
used for candles inserting wicks them; Cork pro- 
duced three remarkable ladies: the only woman ever 
become freemason, another who became Empress 
Morocco, and another who became pirate; fresh water 
pearls were factor the Roman invasion Britain; 
cormorant eats fifteen pounds fish daily; and the ac- 
cordion and concertina were both invented independently 
1829! 


All this and more woven into the fabric the story, 
along with series excellent engravings the author. 
Mr. Gibbings has much say about the folklore Ire- 
land, and has evidently studied some sociology, but 
hasn’t let dry the milk his human kindness nor 
his common sense, and doesn’t run mile when 
sees value judgment. master unobtrusive 
diction which molded the needs his subject matter, 
and ran across two expressions which would have put 
Conrad good mood for whole day: through break 
the sea mist “Don Bosco, the Spaniard’s Castle, the 
mouth the harbour, would tell purple against milk- 
white sea” (p. 107); and sunrise sea: “the sun lipped 
the horizon” (p. 124). 


Perhaps the most striking feature this distinguished 
book the kindness and friendliness the people 
meet the road, the village, the islands, this 
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bus, the lonely moors. Doubtless this the heritage 
centuries Christian charity and martyrdom. Mr. 
Gibbings not himself Catholic, but lover 
Ireland who has written about this ancient stronghold 
the Faith book which heartily recommend all 
readers. Our only regret that lacks map. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library 

Washington 


* * * 


Curtis, Charles P., and Greenslet, Ferris (eds.). The 
Practical Cogitator. Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 27, 1945. 
577p. $3.00. 


Poring over anthology this type much like poring 
over the family album somebody else’s family. The 
reviewer finds himself the predicament the polite 
and proper guest the parlor: must smilingly 
the bitter end. Occasionally will happen upon 
old friend, but most often brought face photo 
with people just never happened meet. These meet- 
ings not awaken any great desire for more intimate 
acquaintance. most the time spends making 
mental notes his friend’s friends. 


The Practical Cogitator reflects the reading preferences 
the editors, and the book has exactly that value. Much 
familiar, most unfamiliar the general reader. 
The emphasis the moderns, the ancients receiving 
mention only when, the opinion the editors, they 
have said something better than any one else. That, 
naturally, matter opinion, and opinion that indi- 
cates clearly enough the intellectual leanings the edi- 
tors. Many truths that have been said supremely well 
the ancients not agree with conclusions that are popular 
today. The norm, then, not precisely felicity expres- 
sion, but agreement. Any anthology must reflect the 
selectors’ personal judgment and positions, none more 
than collection philosophical excerpts. 


The continuity the book logical, not chronological, 
the selections being grouped according the various fields 
intellectual interest. First come the more philosophical 
subjects truth, the mind, discipline thought, per- 
sonal conduct and motivation; history, nature study, 
human relations, social problems, human justice, the arts, 
friendship, heaven, follow more less that order and 
with provocative general titles. 


Just may estimate our friends browsing through 
the album their friends, can evaluate book 
this type studying the editors’ intellectual companions. 
the first group selections, Man Search Himself, 
including such questions the value human knowl- 
edge, the meaning truth, the nature certitude, dis- 
cipline thought, the most prominent contributors are 
the pragmatists, Pierce, James, Holmes, Jr., and 
others the same school. There are some classics, such 
Bacon’s famous treatise the idols the tribe, the 
cave, the market-place and the theatre. The same names 
appear frequently the sections devoted morality and 
motivation human acts, though well known fact 
that Holmes, for one, had rather primitive concept 
morality and law generally. When the question nature 
enters, hear from Dewey, and from the American 
naturalists, Thoreau, Emerson. science Whitehead 
takes the lead, with Zinsser running close second. 
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have the meaning life from the point view the 
materialist, Darwin Paget. 

The two violent extremes Liberalism and Socialism are 
represented the matter social relations, The Com. 
munist Manifesto being sandwiched between Shakespeare 
and Lippmann. Law and authority are presented from 
the pens Holmes, Jr., Frankfurter, Thoreau, none 
whom believed exactly authority, and all whom 
have highly individualistic concept the nature the 
moral law and moral obligations. Democracy and 
politics are represented principally from the orations 
modern statesmen, Clemenceau, Churchill 
Pollock, Holmes, Maitland, and others explain justice, 
morality, liberty, about which some them are 
pletely sceptical. 

the section devoted immortality and the longing for 
after life, there not single quotation reflecting the 
faith orthodox and traditional Christianity; the section 
commences with quote from Holmes which the whole 
idea after life rejected preposterous. There 
follows selection from Lincoln expressing firm faith 
divine Providence. 


This book cannot criticized from the point view 
interest, for the type book which one finds himself 
reaching for often, and enjoying each random reading, 
But only fair warn the prospective readers that 
they will not get ultimate answers from it—nor bal- 
anced intellectual diet. 

Charles Denecke, 

University Scranton 


Brickell, Herschel, ed. Henry Memorial Award Prize 
Stories 1945. Doubledoy, Doran. Sept. xviii, 
$2.50. 

Foley, Martha, ed. The Best American Short Stories 1945, 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 22, 1945. xiii, 397p. $2.75. 


Selecting the stories the year for the two familiar 


print anthologies seems motivated two criteria 


least: how topical the content? how the 
twist the third—the fault the authors alone 
and not the editors—is that shared most writers 
contemporary prose: preoccupation with unpleasant, 
grotesque, smart-phrased downright insignificant crea- 
tures, ridden confusion dabbling professionally but 
crudely the seven deadly sins. This, will admit, 
part life. also admitted, immediately, that 
the American short story generally technically perfect, 
solidly put together, only occasion lapsing into paranoic 
eccentricity. But the ideas, the characters, the record 
civilization which make the subject matter 
the tapestry-weaving are something else again. 

cannot agree with the editors that the war stories are 
significant utterances young writers—little good fiction 
has emerged from the war and the stories both 
tions are the weakest their choices. They are banal 
the awkward attempts different are the overly- 
sentimentalized sketches the more popular magazines 
which—rightly—have been passed over selecting ma- 
terial for inclusion. Both anthologies honor Irving Shaw’s 
“Gunner’s Passage” (Brickell gives second prize), but 
this more than accurate sound-track ugly and 
unimportant conversation aviators who are proud 
being wolves. Edward Fenton’s “Burial the Desert” 
(also both volumes) fairly good 
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observation daily incident, but hardly striking. 
Ruth Portugal’s “Call Solemn Assembly” (again doubly 
chosen) study the effect wartime high school 
commencement upon mother and sister: the materials 
good emotionalism are present, but the story peters out 
into mere flag-waving the Brickell book 
Ethel Gordon tries not unsatisfactorily understand the 
life army wives hot and dusty camps; while Allan 
Seager’s youthful soldier experiments with “manhood” 
while leave. the Foley group, Morton Fineman 
records small talk lonely soldiers leave, and Emily 
Hahn offers silly report two girls trying outwit the 
Japanese Hong Kong. Laurence Critchell defends the 
righ lonely men adulterous, especially they are 
“noble” enough spare passing thought for their wives, 
and Bessie Breuer presents angry WAC, bitter the 
death action her fiancé, who refuses the advances 
another lonely officer and returns alone her rooms 
reflect how “beastly” she had been refuse. Both 
these are Brickell. 


Exceptions are Michael Wilson’s “Come Away Home”, 
excellent psychological portrait Marine lieutenant 
Pacific island, fighting sleep after fifty-one hours 
alertness against the Japs and—almost the only good Foley 
Hardy’s bitter tale pet wartime, “The 
Czech 


The non-war stories recount the adventures trapper 
who has lost his memory (Walter Clark’s prize-winning 
story) which—again—can called not unsatisfactory; 
Ben Hur Lampman’s dream fantasy which the editors call 
recapturing Stephen Vincent Benét, but which not 
good some mediaeval fairy tales talking animals; 
Murray Heyert’s account the cruelty children during 
tenement district games; the causes dipsomania, 
child’s first experience fishing, the making French 
prostitute (Louis Bromfield), crooked 
tician shady business, egotist’s love letter, and 
variety items insultingly called love stories. 


these were the only two books left the world, and 
were necessary have some primary sources hand for 
lecture the modern short story, would fall back 
three studies social problems reprinted Brickell. 
are discrimination against the Negro, and all are good. 
race riot New Orleans, with some angry satire against 
heroism and understanding the wrong places. Bill 
Gerry has excellent lecture (slightly reminiscent 
Ring Lardner, but more serious) his barber-shop con- 
versation about good and bad Negroes, “Understand 
What Mean?” (chosen both anthologists). Frances 
Gray Patton does slight, child’s-eye view intolerance 
Piece Bread”, where chain-gang plea for food 
almost sets off civic explosion. use the Foley col- 
lection all would difficult: strange and awe- 
some potpourri nonsense. Perhaps the least insignifi- 
cant—to back into opinion—is Theodore Pratt’s study 
vicious sadist who seeks kill owl and who brings 
about his own death instead—but Irvin Cobb did much 
better “Snake Doctor”. 


The only two stories would ever read second time are 
‘Lead Her Like Pigeon”, lovely Quaker account 
first love, and “First Day Finish”, hilarious account 
race the way meeting—both Jessamyn 
West. Since they both appear Miss West’s book, 
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Friendly Persuasion, shall buy that for shelves—and 
throw the two pale substitutes for fiction away. 
James Edward Tobin, 
Fordham University 


Keyes, Frances The River Road. Messner. Nov. 30, 
1945. 747p. $3.00. 


This novel, with sugar plantation and the lives the 
family who own subject matter, covers period 
time from World War the midst World War II. 
takes its name from the winding road, paralleling the 
curves the Mississippi, which Belle Heloise, house 
and plantation, fronts. Belle Heloise had been the 
Estrade family for generations until Philogene d’Alvery 
married the eldest daughter. His children, Gervais and 
Cresside, with their mother, inherit the plantation after 
his death. 


Gervais d’Alvery returns Louisiana after World War 
the local hero and most eligible bachelor. However, 
finds Belle Heloise neglected and disintegrating, his mother 
chronic invalid her own choosing and his sister, Cres- 
side, one the earliest flappers, love with slick-haired, 
worthless Sylvestre Tremaine. Everyone expects Gervais 
marry Regine Hathaway, only daughter the neigh- 
boring plantation the same name, but instead per- 
suades the backgroundless Meredith Randall marry 
him haste and against his mother’s wishes. 


Merry comes Belle Heloise and overcomes the opposi- 
tion Madame Mere d’Alvery; aided the high price 
sugar Gervais restores Belle Heloise its former 
grandeur; four fine children come Gervais and Merry; 
Cresside’s illegitimate son Sylvestre, who has married 
Regine, successfully passed off Gervais’ and Merry’s; 
Cresside abandons her wildness and adjusts herself life 
the maiden aunt; brief, life goes well Belle Heloise 
for years the children grow. Gervais enters politics and 
acquires position the legislative councils. The d’Alvery- 
Estrade family has returned its ancient heritage. 


Then, the years pass, trouble strikes heavily and the 
d’Alverys weaken under the strain. The sugar crop 
blighted and debts come due; Huey Long forces Gervais 
abandon politics; Merry and Gervais lose their mutual 
concord; the neighboring plantations are closed one 
one and finally only the harried, desperate d’Alverys are 
left clinging tenaciously their loved plantation. The 
crippled cousin Fabian d’Alvery, rich and successful 
lawyer, whose sympathetic understanding has aided 
Cresside’s adjustment, saves the plantation paying its 
debts, guides Vail d’Alvery safely through the stormy 
period when learns that Cresside his mother, Gervais 
not his father, and Belle Heloise, which loves, not his 
inheritance. Fabian finally wins Cresside his bride 
and they have daughter Frances Belle whose husband 
dies her wedding night. When Gervais begins ex- 
periment with new variety blight resistant 
sugar cane and proves successful, the d’Alverys seem close 
success recovering their old position. But troubles 
again arrive: Sybelle wishes marry Rick Tramonte, son 
immigrant peddler who has become millionaire, 
and the family will not consent; Gervais, his passion 
for manliness, exposes the timid and ailing Franchot 
the dangers hunt and the child dies; Merry leaves 
Gervais become fashion designer and lives for years 
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Paris and New York. Thus the d’Alverys are again 
defeated and with the advent World War the family 
further buffetted. Gervais enlists intelligence 
officer, Vail pilot; Phiogene drafted and later 
killed air raid. The family reunited when Gervais 
invalided home and Merry returns; Sybelle and Rick 
marry and settle down Hathaway; Vail succeeds 
winning Susannah Prescott who had loved his brother 
and all prepare rebuild the plantation which Joy 
d’Alvery, the youngest daughter, had nursed through the 
difficulties the war. 


This long novel about people the sugar country 
Louisiana will hailed rich and sweeping and warm 
and human but this reviewer seems merely piddling 
and picayune and pulpish, the sort thing that second- 
rate periodical would like string out through twenty 
installments hold its feminine subscribers. About the 
best that can said about that faithful detail 
and evidently represents long and painstaking research. 
Although the main characters are Catholics befits their 
Creole ancestry and culture, yet there Catholic tone 
the author’s description their activities and Catholi- 
cism, appears the book, wholly nominal save for 
one overly pietistic episode. The author verges ob- 
scenity her phrasing Vail’s reflections Susannah’s 
conduct with his brother Phil (p. 595-97); her insistence 
detailed description the sexual career one Blood 
(pp. 223, 234, 235) scarcely less objectionable. She uses 
occasional profanity and bothers little with the morals 
her characters. Though the book would probably not 
harm adults this reviewer can see little reason recom- 
mend them. 


* * 


Hindus, Maurice. The Cossacks. Doubleday. Nov. 
1945. xiv, 320p. $3.00. 


visualize the faint glimmer smile (perhaps the out- 
ward glow inner laughter) the face Mr. Hindus 
penned these words. For even without their naive 
warning the most forgetful readers could detect note 
similarity between The Cossacks and the author’s previ- 
ous book, Mother Russia (Best Sellers July 1943). 


Undoubtedly other people Russia have etched them- 
selves deeply the pages their country’s history 
and folklore have the Cossacks. poetry, prose and 
song their daring, heroic and rebellious exploits have 
been engraved. The author recalls the virulent spirit 
some these “Cossacks Old” through the historic 
deeds Stenka Razin, and Yemelyan Pugatchev, Don 
Cossacks who led the peasants revolt the 17th and 
18th centuries, and Yermak who added Russian 
domain its richest and vastest territory, Siberia. 


That Cossackhood longer exists. Its ancient glories 
became memory when the Cossacks fought and were 
defeated the Lenin regime, then bowed their heads 
Stalin’s collectivization. its stead new Cossack- 
hood exists, revived and sent more glorious future 
with the blessings the Soviets. 


This where Mr. Hindus falls into his familiar pattern. 
takes into the Kuban Cossack territory amid scenes 
destruction show what the new Cossack has endured 
for his fatherland. relates stories individual heroism 
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and Cossack audacity and fearlessness driving the 
Nazi invader off his soil. are told about Cossack 
eating and drinking, its attitude toward morality and 
sex, toward the institution marriage and the family and 
its respect for motherhood. Yes, even the Cossack 
still shocked when offered cigarette. hear again 
the freedom education, interest literature and the 
people’s anxious enthusiasm rebuild their nation. 
this flows course from gratitude the Communist 
regime and fuller understanding its ideologies. 
the part played the Five Year Plans the winning 
the war the author has this say: “The human cost 
the Plans was enormous. Let moralists and philosophers 
decide whether not, the light the war and the 


victories the Red Army, the sacrifices were ethically. 


justified. The indisputable fact that the achievements 
the Plans industrial development, 
mechanized agriculture, technical and general 
tion the people, saved Russia from defeat and from the 
fate any conqueror had ever sought impose 


Altogether there little that the author has 
say. fact has carried the resemblance between The 
Cossacks and his previous book far reintroduce 
the Preface references Edmund Burke, Matthew 
Arnold and others with their positions toward the French 
Revolution. 


When stop consider the number peoples and 
territories Russia one almost shudders the thought 
what might happen should the author continue put 
“Russia new setting”. all justice him, however, 
must said that his excursions into ancient Cossack 
history are well done are his stories Cossack military 
feats the recent war. 


For the adult who has the time and has not read this 
author previously The Cossacks can recommended for 
some the information gives Russia toward the close 
the war enlightening and interesting. 

Frank Ullrich 


* * * 


Kantor, MacKinlay. Glory for Me. 
Nov. 12, 1945. 268p. $2.50. 


This tale three returned service men, Sgt. Alton 
Marrow Stephenson, banker, from the infantry, Lt. Fred 
Derry, drug store clerk, from the air corps, and Homer 
Wermels, Seaman Second-Class, who had gone into the 
Navy from school, and come out disabled. told 
verse, competent enough verse, but not pretending 
poetry. The three meet for the first time they are 
returning their home town army plane, and the 
story deals with their attempt re-enter the civilian world 
and rebuild their lives. There has gone into the building 
the book good deal study and experience army 
life, particularly bombing, Kantor having been war 
respondent, and study banking, the chain drug store 
business, and the nature spasticity, Homer 
disorder. The people the book have certain amount 
reality, and there much genuine emotion 
presentation their situation, and some logic the 
hopeful ending. However, the author’s outlook life 
utterly devoid religion, ethics, philosophy, except for 
catch-as-catch-can human feeling that rejects open 
justice and cruelty and strives for understanding and sym- 
pathy. Fornication and adultery are taken for granted, 
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and the language frequently tinged with obscenity and 
blasphemy. see reason recommend the book 
any reader. 
Kenton Kilmer, 
Arlington, Virginia 


* * * 


Winwar, Frances. The Life the Heart. George Sand 
and Her Times. Harper. Oct. 17, 1945. 312p. $3.00. 


The Life the Heart might better have been titled The 
Death the Anguished Sensibility, for graphic dis- 
section erotic neurosis rather than amorous emotion. 
Poor Madame Sand, born Aurore Dupin, suffered simul- 
taneously from sexual frigidity and nymphomania; she 
never knew even the tragic constancy adultery growing 
out true, illicit, passion. She enjoyed the 
notoriety having slept with almost every man public 
note French life from the beginning Louis Philippe’s 
reign the abdication Louis Napoleon. Her two most 
famous inamorati, poet Alfred Musset, and musician- 
composer Frédéric Chopin, were necrophiliac wooers rend- 
ing their own hearts and hers Poe’s Gothic horror-story 
madman violated the corpse-like Berenice her cataleptic 
trance, while, contrast, her one legitimate husband, 
the ironic antinomies inherent the French 
character, could insist the separation settlement his 
claim “fifteen jars preserves, and old cast-iron 
skillet worth, the utmost, one franc fifty”. Neverthe- 
less, George Sand was something quite other than mere 
footnote Kraft-Ebing. Flaubert, Balzac, and Emerson 
admired the psychological acuteness her novels that 
were, for the rest, but purple premonitions Ouida, 
Marie Corelli, and Ethel Dell. Henry James, most 
impeccable stylists, could find her language “the 
odor the hawthorn and the wild honeysuckle”. Louis 
Blanc, socialist, and Louis Bonaparte, political careerist, 
her integrity and acumen state affairs. 


Moreover, despite the haggard phantasmagoria her love 
life and the wearisome repetition her personal affairs 
that most tediously monotonous French conven- 
tions, the perpetual vie trois motif, she emerges from 
Frances Winwar’s treatment strangely appealing quintes- 
sential woman whom old Chaucer would have pitied 
another Cressida. She was cradled rococco artificiality. 
Her life began against the lurid musket fire Goya’s 
Spain; but was crossed the same moment the 
courtly prettiness Perrault fairy-tale, when the 
child paraded through the sinister magnificence Godoy’s 
Madrid palace miniature uniform, “her vivid little 
face high, her white Cashmere cape jauntily off the 
shoulder, her spurred red morocco boots planted the 
ground, and one hand the hilt her until, 
weary this precocious play, she would sink sleep 
one the massive state beds, only awakened again 
the laughter Napoleon’s huge Marshal, Prince Murat, 
“holding tiny fawn his arms”. The same little girl 
who, some years later, tried the efficacy diabolic invoca- 
tions out her tutor’s black-letter tomes and, league 
with Irish madcap her own age, joined the diables 
Les Anglaises, Parisian convent school, had much 
common with the adult novelist who kept pet cricket 
bureau drawer, “so tame that would sit contentedly 
the table and eat her sealing wafers, which Aurore 
made sure choose uncolored for fear poisoning 


Winwar 
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The author’s biographical method can hardly termed 
“pure”. She has long been adept the school the 
biography which André Maurois has 
also been skilled representative; this was particularly 
true her first three attempts the genre, Farewell the 
Banner, The Romantic Rebels, and Poor Splendid Wings, 
studies, respectively, Coleridge and the Wordsworths, 
Byron, Shelley and Keats, and the Rossetti The 
Life the Heart approximates the straighter norm its 
two immediate predecessors, Oscar Wilde, and American 
Giant, profile Walt Whitman. There are fewer 
the novelistic reconstructions motives, and what there 
are seem acceptable the main. note, however, 
exceptions. not much mind Dr. Pagello’s soliloquy 
before his mother’s portrait whether should 
should not succumb the French enchantress’ wiles. But 
what are make the historical, dramatic, psycho- 
logical propriety the word, “probably”, the following 
dismissal the death bed dispositions Madame Dupin, 
George Sand’s maternal grandmother? 
The deist had ended the arms the church, prob- 
ably last consideration the girl who would con- 
tinue living the strictly Catholic Nohant, 
country which the Bourbons had restored religion 
and monarchy. 
“Probably” constitutes ludicrously illicit assumption. 
Except his last inferior experiment, Elizabeth and Essex, 
Strachey, the impeccable practitioner and inventor this 
perilous technique, never made violent jump across 
the chasm probability. After all, the capacious “arms 
the church” provide not unlikely final bourne for 
deists country like France whose reactions and reflexes 
are, willy-nilly, indelibly Catholic. Dumas made his 
amendes the end; might Hugo well have done, 
not prevented the officiousness near relative. Even 
George herself, despite her captious anti-clericalism, never 
downed her Catholic instincts; one the reasons for her 
intense dislike the novelist, Stendhal, was his diatribe 
against the wooden Christ Avignon cathedral. 


much for George Sand. for “her times”, the cover- 
age brilliantly satisfactory, especially far the literary 
and artistic vagaries the period are concerned. There 
are good impressions the extravagances the Romantics 
letters and politics. Balzac, Sainte Beuve, Musset, 
Chopin, Liszt put successful appearances. The troublous 
history post-Napoleonic France ably handled against 
the ominous backdrop cholera and street fighting. 

there any utilitarian workaday moral derived 
from consideration George Sand’s unhappy life, 
that artist should never marry another artist. Their 
esthetic theories will clash and then trim husbandry goes 
the board. Hawthorne once made observation 
the effect that when genius returns earth after his 
lonely sojourn the slopes Parnassus wants find 
good cook knitting his hearth and not any Goethean 
elective affinity. Let him look the journals and cafés 
for that inferior solace. The reader, unless belongs 
the chambermaid class mind which George Sand 
addressed her plots, will able draw another conclu- 
sion for himself. will, like Balzac, put his finger 
her essential subjectivity and know why our genera- 
tion insists returning with such relief the comfort- 
able prosaic placidity Trollope’s preoccupations with 
incomes, wills, and marriage settlements. Belloc put 
very neatly once: 
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I’m tired love. I’m still more tired Rhyme. 
But Money gives pleasure all the time. 


Students the Nineteenth Century mind will find this 
very valuable addition their bibliography. Adoles- 
cents should discouraged from adding their read- 


ing lists. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 
Buffalo, New York 


Chase, Stuart. Tomorrow’s Trade. Twentieth Century 


Fund. Nov. 19, 1945. 156p. $1.00. 


Rarely long career popularizing complex economic 
problems has Stuart Chase equalled his achievements 
this brief book. His felicity and simplicity style reach 
their apex these pages. Fortunately has for once 
achieved simplicity without undue oversimplification. 


Tomorrow’s Trade analysis the economic and 
political problems implicit world trade and world order. 
The contents the economic chapters will hardly new 
the trained student economics, but the public 
they state wholesome truths often overlooked distorted 
selfish The author emphasizes the truism 
that sell abroad must ultimately buy abroad. 
analyses the normal and abnormal mechanisms trade 
between nations and gives clear summary Bretton 
Woods. dependence upon foreign trade 
given proper emphasis. 


the political sphere, the writer notes the problems 
implicit co-operation among nations. His appraisal 
the results power politics, limited internationalism 
along the UNO pattern, and the complete world state 
trenchant and sound. Particularly welcome ob- 
jectivity toward the Soviet Union not always found 
liberal writers. 


The book excellent treatise and can 
for general libraries. Even the college student eco- 
nomics might find useful, and definitely more interesting 
reading than the average textbook. 
Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
St. Mary’s Seminary, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Self, Margaret Cabell. Treasury Horse Stories. 
trated Edwin Megargee. Barnes. Nov. 16, 1945. 
xvi, 3-368p. $3.75. 


The task summing this varied anthology stories, 
poems and extracts bearing upon horses has been neatly 
accomplished the compiler her Preface (p. vii) that 
the reviewer can better than quote it: “In the 
following pages will found stories poems about thor- 
oughbreds, draft horses, light harness, standard breeds, 
ponies, high-school, cowponies, wild range horses, flat 
racers, steeplechasers and trotters; horses that pull hearses 
and one that pulls Quaker church. Some the 
famous horses are here, Pegasus and the centaurs among 
them. The mise scenes include various parts the 
United States, England, Ireland, Mexico, Arabia, India, 
Spain, Norway, Austria, Greece and the imaginary coun- 
try Gulliver. have tried vary the mood from the 
hilarious the dramatic, from the wonder small boy 


Best 


who finds himself control great team the stark 
tragedy another lad the loss his pony; and there 
one good murder story for addicts that type litera. 
ture.” 


The sections into which the collection divided are 
“Fantasy and Folklore”, including Hawthorne’s 
“The Chimaera” (Edwin Megargee’s illustration color 
the winged horse hits off the spirit the thing exactly), 
“Hunting and odd learn that 
“Maltese Cat” “almost the only polo story 
found (p. vi); “Three Famous Aix, 
Paul Revere and John Gilpin; “Horse 
which find David Gray’s “The Parish St. Thomas 
Equinas”, story whose title unfortunately the only 
funny thing about it; “Races and Runaways”, which 
remarkable for the solitary instance (to knowledge) 
horse-hero which loses race; and “Horses, Old and 
Young, Grave and Gay”, general grouping, and the 
largest the lot. 


should not supposed that knowledge horses, 
even special interest them, essential the enjoy- 
ment the book. Indeed the compiler has sought 
include only material which literarily self-sufficient, 
horses apart. the whole she has been successful, 
the anthology suitable for either the riding the 
sedentary horseman. should prove particularly useful 
libraries meeting requests for short fictional reading 
the lighter side. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library 

Washington 


Dodd, Mead Intercollegiate Award Novel 


Vardoulakis, Mary. Gold the Streets. Dodd, Mead. 
Oct. 29, 1945. 255p. $2.50. 


This novel, which has merited the Dodd, 
collegiate award, the simply told story Greek 
grants America; simple home-loving people who were 
enticed away from their own country and people seek 
the golden opportunities the much talked about land. 


George Vardas, with two his closest friends left his 
home Crete sail America where hoped earn, 
short time, enough money provide dowries for his 
two sisters and then return Crete settle down the 
land that had been his father’s pride. 


Once America, however, his dream faded, and 
became gradually more practical and was 
not easy save the money earned, and his surprise, 
his family showed inclination follow him America 
His youngest sister made the journey and was wooed 
land where dowries were not the order marriage 
arrangements. The girl loved also arrived with 
father, and George looked forward now life 
American. 


The author has skill for characterization and she build 
rich background for her story. Elements that promis 
action are introduced but are not developed, the 
progresses further than simple situations 
tremendous dramatic possibility. For example, the 
flict among the Poles and Greeks the mill, and the cor 
flict between George and his cousin their rivalry 
land and the love Nina were dismissed too casually. 


The 
acter 

Limit: 
object 


bank. 


The 
Easter 
died 
the 
born 


the 
than 


He 
not 

out | 
stant 
out 


The ex- 
the 
happy 
whereby 
realm. 
for the 
faith 
Covelle 
Cardinal 
high sch 
will not 
the 
grave 
what fict 
portant 
raphy 
chu 
omissions 
the painf 
improper! 
does, nev 
gave witn 
that ever 
with it, 
Peter 
Some 
Gibbons’ 
Maryland 
mandan 


4 


SELLERs 


the stark 
there 


vided are 
delightful 
color 

Kipling’s 
Aix, 
Thomas 

the only 

which 
Old and 
and the 


horses, 
the enjoy- 
sought 
the 
arly usefu! 
reading 


Library 


Novel 
Mead. 


fead 
reek 
who were 
ple seek 
land. 


left his 
earn, 
for his 
the 


ne. wai 
surprise, 
wooed 
marriage 
with her 
life 


she 
hat promis 
the 
the com 
the 
rivalry for 
casually. 


1946 


The novel interesting namely for its description char- 
acter and nature customs. Use Greek words and 
phrases also lessen the interest the general reader. 
Limitations lie only style. Incidents are wholly un- 


Larger Than the Sky: Story 
James Cardinal Gibbons. Addison Bur- 
Longmans. 1945. 216p. $2.50. 


The Baltimore Cathedral missed its aged Cardinal the 
Faster solemnities 1921. James Cardinal Gibbons had 
died few days before, Holy Thursday, March 24, 
the same city and the same parish which had been 
nearly eighty-seven years before. 


Newcomb, Covelle. 


the dead prelate—whose soul life had been “larger 
than the Taft gave his impressions: 


did not belong the Catholic Church alone, but 
belonged the country was Catholic 
not only the religious sense, but the secular 
sense represented the highest moral aspirations 
the community, and all classes good people, with- 
out regard creed, were grateful him for his con- 
stant effort make society better, lift its members 
out their sordid ambitions and pursuits and aim 
higher things. 


The ex-President puts his finger, unwittingly perhaps, 
the true source the Cardinal’s greatness. that 
happy but not too common blending nature and grace 
whereby man develops into fruitful citizen both 
eatth and heaven without prejudicing his loyalty either 
James Gibbons’ stature Catholic was greater 
for the very fullness his manhood, and this turn 
new perfection the courageous practice the 
his fathers. 


Covelle Newcomb has told the story America’s second 
Cardinal for younger readers, particularly those junior 
high school age. (This not say that older readers 
will not also appreciate these pages.) Larger Than 
the Sky traces the hero’s development from childhood 
and thus qualifies biography, though some- 
what fictionized form. Inasmuch, however, some im- 
portant incidents are omitted not full-length biog- 
but rather account significant moments the 
churchman’s life. The selection has been wise, the 
prudent. would not, for example, have inter- 
sted inspired youthful readers learn the details 
the painful controversy over that foreign spiritual disease 
improperly called “Americanism”. Covelle Newcomb 
does, nevertheless, let see how the Cardinal his life 
witness the genuine American and Catholic spirit 
that ever motivated him. Despite his fearless and con- 
approach problems, perhaps accord 
with it, was not wanting that humility, sacrifice, 
and especially devotion tradition and the See 
Peter which distinguished every great Catholic. 


Some the scenes that stand out are the death James 
Gibbons’ father Ireland, the finding his first job 
immigrant New Orleans, the removal from 
first parish because prayed for Lincoln and the 
Maryland congregation walked out, the rejuvenation 
the derelict Canton parish, the anger the Union com- 


Newcomb Cousins 


185 


“pampered” the Southern prisoners, the elevation the 
episcopacy Vicar Apostolic North Carolina, the 
reception the red hat, and the election Piux The 
narration these scenes dramatic, the incidents tell 
their own story, without need for elaboration, revealing 
the hero’s character. 


Larger Than the Sky life history with social signifi- 
cance. The author evidently designed that way. In- 
tolerance toward Negroes, Jews national minorities was 
incompatible with the all-embracing character James 
Gibbons. When some bishops the United States, and 
more especially Canada, condemned the Knights 
Labor—to the delight exuberant capitalists—the Cardi- 
nal won many the bishops over his side. then 
argued the case Rome until incipient unionism was rec- 
ognized for what was—the aspiration the working 
man for just share the fruits his labor. will 
recalled that the Pope the time, Leo XII, himself be- 
came champion the workingman and was turn called 
Socialist those who feared collectivism much that 
they fell right the arms individualistic monopolies. 
Covelle Newcomb brings all this out—in the concrete 
course—and also the devotion the leading American 
Catholic the country loved well. Cardinal Gib- 
bons was recognized all fairminded men—and how 
many made such his example—as outstanding 
citizen. Government officials, professional men and the 
average citizen all respected him. Exceptions were few 
and far between. The widespread joy his elevation 
the cardinalate and the sorrow his death testified the 
general belief that James Cardinal Gibbons was great 
American well great Catholic. 
William Gibbons, 


Associate Editor, “America” 


Cousins, Norman. Modern Man Obsolete. 


Oct. 19, 1945. 59p. $1.00. 


Norman Cousins has here reprinted greatly expanded 
form his editorial, first published The Saturday Review 
Literature last August, the abrupt change the 
world situation brought about the discovery way 
release atomic energy. Like host other notable 
men, Mr. Cousins, persuaded that the only way 
preserve the world from complete nearly complete 
destruction establish once world government, 
with full power and authority over the present 
pendent states. This editorial presents his weighty, and, 
me, conclusive, arguments, accompanied appendix 
apt extracts from The Federalist. Cousins’ recom- 
mendation for federal union, similar that the 
United States, within which the nations would keep, 
our states do, their local autonomy, with still wider 
variation form government, but with all 
their inter-relations subject the general government. 
sees clearly the fallaciousness our present position, 
holding the atomic bear the tail. can’t hold 
forever, and when the bear escapes our hold will in- 
evitably devour us. 


Viking. 


Modern Man Obsolete strongly recommended, most 
particularly all who have legislative executive posi- 
tions the government this country, and all who 
are concerned over whether not shall have peace- 


mandant prison camp because the young priesttime compulsory military training, whether not shall 
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I’m tired love. I’m still more tired Rhyme. 
But Money gives pleasure all the time. 


Students the Nineteenth Century mind will find this 
very valuable addition their bibliography. Adoles- 
cents should discouraged from adding their read- 


ing lists. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 


Buffalo, New York 
* * * 


Chase, Stuart. Trade. Twentieth Century 
Fund. Nov. 19, 1945. 156p. $1.00. 


Rarely long career popularizing complex economic 
problems has Stuart Chase equalled his achievements 
this brief book. His felicity and simplicity style reach 
their apex these pages. Fortunately has for once 
achieved simplicity without undue oversimplification. 


Tomorrow’s Trade analysis the economic and 
political problems implicit world trade and world order. 
The contents the economic chapters will hardly new 
the trained student economics, but the public 
they state wholesome truths often overlooked distorted 
selfish interests. The author emphasizes the truism 
that sell abroad must ultimately buy abroad. 
analyses the normal and abnormal mechanisms trade 
between nations and gives clear summary Bretton 
Woods. dependence upon foreign 
given proper emphasis. 


the political sphere, the writer notes the problems 
implicit co-operation among nations. His appraisal 
the results power politics, limited internationalism 
along the UNO pattern, and the complete world state 
trenchant and sound. Particularly welcome ob- 
jectivity toward the Soviet Union not always found 
liberal writers. 


The book excellent treatise and can recommended 
for general libraries. the college student eco- 
nomics might find useful, and definitely more interesting 
reading than the average textbook. 
Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
St. Mary’s Seminary, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Self, Margaret Cabell. Treasury Horse Stories. 
trated Edwin Megargee. Barnes. Nov. 16, 1945. 
xvi, 3-368p. $3.75. 


The task summing this varied anthology stories, 
poems and extracts bearing upon horses has been neatly 
accomplished the compiler her Preface (p. vii) that 
the reviewer can better than quote it: “In the 
following pages will found stories poems about thor- 
oughbreds, draft horses, light harness, standard breeds, 
ponies, high-school, cowponies, wild range horses, flat 
racers, steeplechasers and trotters; horses that pull hearses 
and one that pulls Quaker church. Some the 
famous horses are here, Pegasus and the centaurs among 
them. The mise scenes include various parts the 
United States, England, Ireland, Mexico, Arabia, India, 
Spain, Norway, Austria, Greece and the imaginary coun- 
try Gulliver. have tried vary the mood from the 
hilarious the dramatic, from the wonder small boy 


Chase Self Vardoulakis 


Best 


who finds himself control great team the stark 
tragedy another lad the loss his pony; and there 
one good murder story for addicts that type litera- 
ture.” 


The sections into which the collection divided are 
“Fantasy and Folklore”, including Hawthorne’s delightful 
“The Chimaera” (Edwin Megargee’s illustration color 
the winged horse hits off the spirit the thing exactly); 
“Hunting and odd learn that Kipling’s 
“Maltese Cat” “almost the only polo story 
found...” (p. vi); “Three Famous Aix, 
Paul Revere and John Gilpin; “Horse 
which find David Gray’s “The Parish St. Thomas 
Equinas”, story whose title unfortunately the only 
funny thing about it; “Races and Runaways”, which 
remarkable for the solitary instance (to knowledge) 
horse-hero which loses race; and “Horses, Old and 
Young, Grave and Gay”, general grouping, and the 
largest the lot. 


should not supposed that knowledge horses, 
even special interest them, essential the enjoy- 
ment the book. Indeed the compiler has sought 
include only material which literarily self-sufficient, 
horses apart. the whole she has been successful, 
the anthology suitable for either the riding the 
sedentary horseman. should prove particularly useful 
libraries meeting requests for short fictional reading 
the lighter side. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library 

Washington 


Dodd, Mead Intercollegiate Award Novel 


Vardoulakis, Mary. Gold the Streets. Dodd, Mead. 
Oct. 29, 1945. 255p. $2.50. 


This novel, which has merited the Dodd, Mead Inter- 
collegiate award, the simply told story Greek 
grants America; simple home-loving people who were 
enticed away from their own country and people seek 
the golden opportunities the much talked about land. 


George Vardas, with two his closest friends left his 
home Crete sail America where hoped earn, 
short time, enough money provide dowries for his 
two sisters and then return Crete settle down the 
land that had been his father’s pride. 


Once America, however, his dream faded, and plans 
became gradually more practical and opportune. was 
not easy save the money earned, and his surprise, 
his family showed inclination follow him America. 
His youngest sister made the journey and was wooed 
land where dowries were not the order marriage 
arrangements. The girl loved also arrived with her 
father, and George looked forward now life 


The author has skill for characterization and she builds 
rich background for her story. Elements that promise 
action are introduced but are not developed, the story 


progresses further than simple situations that hold 


tremendous dramatic possibility. For example, the con- 
flict among the Poles and Greeks the mill, and the con- 
flict between George and his cousin their rivalry for 
land and the love Nina were dismissed too casually. 
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The novel interesting namely for its description char- the Southern prisoners, the elevation the 
acter and nature customs. Use Greek words Vicar Apostolic North Carolina, the 
phrases also lessen the interest the general reader. reception the red hat, and the election Piux The 
Limitations lie only style. Incidents are wholly un- narration these scenes dramatic, the incidents tell 
objectionable. their own story, without need for elaboration, revealing 
ful the hero’s character. 
Larger Than the Sky life history with social signifi- 
ly); Newcomb, Covelle. Larger Than the Sky: Story cance. The author evidently designed that 
James Cardinal Gibbons. Addison Bur- toward Negroes, Jews national minorities was 
bank. Longmans. 1945. 216p. $2.50. incompatible with the all-embracing character James 
The Baltimore Cathedral missed its aged Cardinal the Gibbons. When some bishops the United States, and 
der Easter solemnities 1921. James Cardinal Gibbons had especially Canada, condemned the Knights 
died few days before, Holy Thursday, March 24, Labor—to the delight exuberant 
nly same city and the same parish which had been nal won many the bishops over his side. then 
ind the dead prelate—whose soul life had been for just share the fruits his labor. will 
than the Taft gave his impressions: recalled that the Pope the time, Leo XII, himself be- 
did not belong the Catholic Church alone, but came champion the workingman and was turn called 
belonged the country large. was Catholic Socialist those who feared collectivism much that 
not only the religious sense, but the secular they fell right the arms individualistic monopolies. 
represented the highest moral aspirations Covelle Newcomb brings all this out—in the concrete 
the community, and all classes good people, with- course—and also the devotion the leading American 
out regard creed, were grateful him for his con- Catholic the country loved well. Cardinal Gib- 
stant effort make society better, lift its members bons was recognized all fairminded men—and how 
out their sordid ambitions and pursuits and aim made such his example—as outstanding 
higher things. citizen. Government officials, professional men and the 
Ing average citizen all respected him. were few 


The ex-President puts his finger, unwittingly perhaps, 
the true source the Cardinal’s greatness. that 
happy but not too common blending nature and grace 
whereby man develops into fruitful citizen both 
earth and heaven without prejudicing his loyalty either 


and far between. The widespread joy his elevation 
the cardinalate and the sorrow his death testified the 
general belief that James Cardinal Gibbons was great 
American well great Catholic. 

William Gibbons, S.]., 


realm. James Gibbons’ stature Catholic was greater 

for the very fullness his manhood, and this turn Associate Editor, “America 
found new perfection the courageous practice the 

Covelle Newcomb has told the story America’s second Cousins, Norman. Modern Man Obsolete. Viking. 
Cardinal for younger readers, particularly those junior Oct. 19, $1.00. 
high school age. (This not say that older readers Norman Cousins has here reprinted greatly expanded 
will not also appreciate these moving pages.) Larger Than his editorial, first published The Saturday Review 
the Sky traces the hero’s development from childhood Literature last August, the abrupt change the 


world situation brought about the discovery way 


grave and thus qualifies biography, though some- 
release atomic energy. Like host other notable 


what fictionized form. Inasmuch, however, some im- 


portant incidents are omitted not full-length biog- men, Mr. Cousins, persuaded that the only way 
raphy but rather account significant moments the preserve the world from complete nearly complete 
great churchman’s life. The selection has been wise, the destruction establish once world government, 
omissions prudent. would not, for example, have inter- with full power and authority over the present inde- 
ested inspired youthful readers learn the details states. This editorial presents his weighty, and, 
the painful controversy over that foreign spiritual disease me, conclusive, arguments, accompanied appendix 
improperly called “Americanism”. Covelle apt extracts from The Federalist. Cousins’ recom- 
does, nevertheless, let see how the Cardinal his life mendation for federal union, similar that the 
gave witness the genuine American and Catholic spirit States, within which the nations would keep, 
that ever motivated him. Despite his fearless and con- our states do, their local autonomy, with still wider 
temporary approach problems, perhaps variation form government, but with all 
with it, was not wanting that humility, sacrifice, their inter-relations subject the general government. 
patience, and especially devotion tradition and the sees clearly the fallaciousness our present position, 
Peter which distinguished every great holding the atomic bear the tail. can’t hold 
Some the scenes that stand out are the death James forever, and when the bear escapes our hold will in- 
Gibbons’ father Ireland, the finding his first job evitably devour us. 
youthful immigrant New Orleans, the removai from Modern Man Obsolete strongly recommended, most 
his first parish because prayed for Lincoln and the all who have legislative executive posi- 
Maryland congregation walked out, the rejuvenation tions the government this country, and all who 
the derelict Canton parish, the anger the Union com- are concerned over whether not shall have peace- 


mandant prison camp because the young compulsory military training, whether not shall 
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retain our newly acquired Pacific air and sea bases, and 
whether not the present condition the world 
considered peace. 
Kenton Kilmer, 
Arlington, Virginia 


* * * 


Mantle, Burns, ed. The Best Plays 1944-1945. Dodd, 
Mead. 1945. $3.00. 


Since the year 1920, Burns Mantle has been rendering 
unique service playgoers, students the drama, and 
fact anyone interested the theatre, his annual 
publication his Best Plays the Year. This volume 
more than collection and digest the author’s favorite 
plays; also handbook statistics anent the entire 
theatrical season New York, Chicago, San Francisco, 
and other important centers. addition, there are 
sketches about the authors the plays, list all the 
openings the New York area, the length each run, 
review the dance drama, complete lists the Drama 
Critic’s Circle Awards and the Pulitzer Prize Winners, and 
all this topped off necrology, plus index pro- 
ducers, directors, and designers. undoubtedly through 
these latter features that the book lays claim real value, 
since the reading boiled down half-prose-half-dialogue 
stew questionable literary worth. 


The present collection, however, contains the story 
some the most worthwhile plays that have appeared 
Broadway several years, notably Harvey, The Glass 
Menagerie, Remember Mama, Bell for Adano, and 
The Hasty Heart. Anna Lucasta should placed 
special category, inasmuch its unusual dramaturgy 
marred too sordid realism. The rest the plays, 
mostly mediocre calibre, include Soldier’s Wife, Foolish 
Notion, Dear Ruth, and The Late George Apley. 


Libraries will glad add this book the section 
American Drama, since gives good over-all view 
contemporary theatrical output. And because the au- 
thor’s policy deleting unsavory dialogue from his re- 
views, the work may recommended all classes 
adult readers. 


Crime Club---December Selection 


Stagge, Jonathan. Death, Darling Daughters. The 
Club. Doubleday, Doran. Dec. 1945. 219p. 


Paradoxically enough, takes skilled practitioner 
reveal the limitations the detective-story formula. And 
Mr. Stagge very dexterous indeed. But there too 
much light his Chamber Horrors; Hallowe’en masks 
and Guy Fawkes figures not terrify noonday. The 
build-up here, mathematically impeccable 
though be, seems too excogitated; breathes cauld 
grue down the reader’s spinal column; even midnight 
the admittedly jaded reviewer can summon sense 
communicated fear feeling personal identification 


Mantle Stagge 


Best 


with the three corpses who interrupt the precise calculus 
Death, Darling Daughters. 


Mr. Stagge’s quizzical coroner, Dr. Westlake, finds pretty 
pattern for his expert scrutiny the return the very 
Henry Jamesian New England village Kenmore Ben- 
jamin Hilton’s two married daughters, physician son, and 
three young lady grandchildren. Benjamin Hilton had 
been Vice President the United States and patron 
the arts, and his dreary shade lowers depressingly over 
the family which clings tenaciously the shadows 
former status. Into this Victorian atmosphere comes 
murder the traditionally ugly form potassium cyanide 
disguised silver polish and used burnish lethal tea- 
pot and silver flute. The first struck down Scots Nanny, 
who has brooded like fussy Caledonian hen over her 
Hilton chicks and who possesses the incriminating Arrow- 
root with its additions ground glass; the second stuffy 
Dr. Hilton, who, with his British brother-in-law, his bril- 
liant young assistant and Austrian emigrée (she serves 
suggest the familiar gambit Hitlerian espionage), has 
been working for the Allies penicillin esters; the third 
Dr. Hilton’s pathetic, errant wife. 


Mr. Stagge’s repertoire tricks quite impressive. 
pulls out the macabre stop with Lisl Stahl, Dr. Hilton’s 
daughter’s candidate for his “rat-bride-to-be”, who scur- 
ried through his dreams “with furry nose twitching out 
from long lace bridal veil”. befits the fastidious 
Sargent décor his social comedy, the author neither 
sows clues broadcast nor trails embarrassing red herrings 
across the parlor rugs; when does deign drop 
decorous hint, however, as, daringly, the title itself and 
Shakespearean name, the cards are face the 
table. There little too much Rosalind that 
wearisome contemporary cliché, “the 
brushed against shoulder” sort thing that our 
current equivalent for the older “pale hands love beside 
the Shalimar” motif. And carping critic might detect 
least venial transgression against the straight mystery 
code the dénouement’s reliance 
abnormality, however organically explicit the theme. 


There nothing the Chandler pot-house atmosphere 
about Stagge’s work, but the incidence goddam per 
square inch conversation assays about the same 
either case. That the way people talk nowadays, 
course. fact distressingly common that Joan 
Arc’s beautiful naiveté born anew might well assume that 
appelative was our name and longer belonged her 
old enemies, the English. Even so, despite this, and de- 
spite Mr. Stagge’s name and gender, Death, 
Daughters will make its greatest appeal those middle- 
aged does the carriage trade who smoke cork-tipped 
cigarettes, affect the cocktail hour, and like smattering 
sophistication and pseudo-psychology, provided 
neither too arduously sophisticated nor too searchingly 
psychological. 


Charles Brady, 
Canisius College 
Buffalo, New York 
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